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GENERALCOU’NSZLCE”THE DER RTYENT OF DUUINSE
Washingbn 25, D. C.

9 JuN 195& .

Dear A(?hriirsl

mh h
In which you

Strauss:

in fhrtherreply to your letterof *y 26, 19%
suggest that itwuld be highly desirableto settle

expeditiouslyany meritoriousclalmsof-ll~shallIslandersfor
personal in@ries or other dmages tis ingfrom test activittis
of JointTask ForceSEWN.

We haveconsidezwdt!!eviWS expressedh your letter
and are in a~eerent with them. liea~ee thatthe possible
claims againstthe Unitid Statesby )+arshallIstiers would
be claims~risingin a foreigncomtry and thatthisfact would
precludetheirsatisfactionundertheFederal.Tort ClaimsAct.

On theotherhand, theFo=icn ClaimsIct does authorize
tie papent, un&r certin cirmmtances, of claimsnot in
excessof $5,OJO on accountof damal~to or loss of privata
propertyor ~rsonal injuryto inhabitantsof a foreigncountry,
when the&mace or injuryis causedby UnitedStatesamed
forcesor 1s othawise incidentto non-cambatactivitesof
such forces.

i:eunderstandthat no clab h.ve ~t been made by any
MarshallIslanders.We suggestthatU the AtomicEnergy
Comnissionreceivesany claim frein%rshall. Islandersbased
on personaltijuryor &rage to or loss of privateproperty
as a resultof test activitiesof JointTaskForceSEVEN,
suchclaimsbe foruardedto the Departmentof Defense for
appropriateconsiderationundertheFQreignC1.atisAct.

Sincerely yours,

/6/ WILBERM. ERUCK.ER

WIlberF!.Brmker
GeneralCounsel “

Ihe HonorableLewisL. Strauss

C:=MwnS Atomic Znergy Comission
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